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A mutation of Baltimore Club, Jersey Club
is a regional form of dance music birthed
in Newark, New Jersey. The sound is heard
just as much in elementary school parties
as it is in nightclubs. It is ubiquitous:
at some point you’ll hear its hype style.

That recognizable kick pattern of Jersery
is derived from Tapp’s 1993 ‘Dikkontrol’.
This B'more rhythmic bounce is then mixed
with Chicago house, R&B & Hip-Hop. Layers
of chopped vocal samples at a 130—140 BPM
pulse all add up to its intense cocktail.
It feels akin to Chicago’s Juke, but also
New York’s Vogue, with a touch of Miami’s
Booty Bass. In its infancy the tracks had
no lyrics, but now there are a variety of
vocal styles that have become fundamental
ingredients of its widespread off-shoots.

Callouts act as cues for dancers—signals
to switch steps or hit harder. Each voice
carried lineage too, installing the names
of crews,dnelghbourhoods & producers. All
markers of wBoQQBSB$aLL gCen&. With its
inside jokes? outfﬁge%ugjéalls or playful

taunts, the sound is kept loose & lively.

Tameil was the first name in Jersey Club.
He began by making mixtapes of house that
heavily featured music from Baltimore. As
he travelled back & forth between the two
cities his rep grew & he sold ripped CDs.
The Brick Bandits followed his lead & the
crews joined forces—after a short clash.

After Jersey’s first wave subsided in the
2000s, it continued on as a remix format,
where popular songs were transformed into
main-room nightclub bangers guaranteed to
make people sprawl across the dancefloor.
It is a dance music specifically designed
for dancing (i.e. not for the drugs) & it
shows in the scene’s competitive footwork
—filled with wild & contagious gestures.

The rise of the internet helped the music
circulate even fprther.TPlaegorms such as
MySpace or Lifewird drgmatlcally expanded

its spread & by theBZdIOs it was massive.



Artists from other scenes<>cities started
incorporating the Jersey sound into their
productions & new derivatives were grown:
deconstructed club, krushclub. Whether it
leaned into appropriation or managed just
to be a child of inspiration was unclear.
Jersey had made it on the map & even more
was creeping into the global music scene.

From 2018, Jersey Club phase-shifted as a
new trend emerged where performers shaped
original tracks depending less on samples
but more on their own lyrics & songforms.
It was a turning point for the genre & it
led to Jersey Club Rap—a fusion—as well
as the continuation of a homegrown twist.
Both strains developed from local artists
wanting to pattern their own unique spin.

Jersey Club grew within a network of teen
parties, skating rinks, community centres
& school gyms that functioned as informal
incubators. These spots empowered dancers
& DJs to gesg guE new tracksdiqd;eal—time
——shaping'XﬁSSUndﬁ%g what“moved"¥he room.
The genre’s evolution is inseparable from
these hyper-local environments where some
experimentation is collective & constant.

Producers often worked with quite minimal
equipment—simple DAWs, inexpensive gear,
cracked software—yet these ’'limitations’
became part of the aesthetic. The rawness
was never a flaw, it was part of its DNA.

Although the genre originates in the 90’s
as ‘Brick City Club’ it later soundtracks
an enormous amount of TikTok dance videos
& has become popular enough to feature on
albums by Beyoncé, DaBaby & Lil Uzi Vert.

Some of what was heard:
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